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_ WORLD'S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 


13, rue Calvin, Geneva 
(Switzerland) 


STAFF NEWS 


Valdo Galland has left Montevideo to establish his headquarters in Buenos Aires. 
After leading the Easter camp of the S.C.M. of Montevideo, he will leave on a tour 
which during the months of April and May will take him to Paraguay, Bolivia, 
Peru and Chile, where he will confer with S.C.M. leaders on plans for the Latin 
American Leaders’ Conference to be held in July. 


Kyaw Than has been during recent weeks in Singapore, where he has helped with © 
the local S.C.M. work. The middle of April he is flying to Geneva for the meeting 
of the Federation Executive Committee, where his presence will be very important 
‘in view of the plans to be made there for the meetings in Asia next winter. It is 
hoped that he may be able to spend some time in Europe before returning to his 
work in Asia. 


Keith Bridston went almost directly from the heat of the tropics to the frigid 
_ cold of Scandinavia, when he attended in Malm6, Sweden, the Scandinavian prepar- 
atory meeting for the Hanover Conference of the Lutheran World Federation to be 
held next summer. He had an opportunity to meet with S.C.M. leaders in Sweden 
and also in Norway, before he went on to England. Here he was able to talk with 
Dr. Paul Braisted of the Hazen Foundation, which has given such generous assistance 
to the work of the Federation on the university question in Asia, and to give him 
a first-hand report of the meetings in Indonesia, one of which, the Professors’ Consul- 
tation, was made possible largely through help given by the Foundation. 

Keith also conferred with Oliver Tomkins and Robin Boyd on plans for the 
Theological Students’ Conference to be held this summer in Lund, Sweden, in 
connection with the Conference of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Marie-Jeanne de Haller and Harry Daniel have been in the Geneva office preparing _ 
for the Federation Executive Committee meeting the middle of April. They have 
also been working on the replies which have come from the national Movements 
to the questionnaire on the General Committee meeting, and have been cooperating 
with representatives of other youth organizations on plans for the Travancore Confer- 
ence of the World Christian Youth Commission to be held in December. 


t 
Philippe Maury has shown some improvement and, as was foreseen, has success- 
fully undergone a second minor operation. eee & 


FEDERATION SUMMER CONFERENCES 


W.S.C.F. Chalet, July 14- August 4, at Gosau, near Salzburg, Austria. 
Theme: “‘What is Man?’ 


W.S.C.F. Annual Conference, August 6-13, Agapé, Italy. Theme: ‘‘The 
redemptive power of Christ in different areas of student life and W.S.C.F. 


life:*? 


W.S.C.F. Theological Students’ Conference, August 15-29, Lund, Sweden. 
Delegates will be able to attend the main meetings of the Faith and Order 
Conference to be held at Lund at the same time. 


Applications for these meetings should be made through your national 
S.C.M. headquarters who. will have detailed information about costs, etc. 
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NEWS LETTER 


Dear friends : 


The chief purpose of the recent trip which my wife and I made to Asia 
was to attend the two W.S.C.F. conferences held in Indonesia during Decem- 
ber. But our actual participation in them did not come until the end of the 
tour. After landing in Colombo, Ceylon, at the beginning of November, 
we spent the next six weeks travelling through Ceylon and India meeting our 
S.C.M. groups in the various college and university centres. At the beginning 
of December, after a brief but fascinating trip to Assam in the north-east 
corner of India, we took part in the Calcutta Planning Meeting for the World 
Conference of Christian Youth to be held in Travancore. After Calcutta 
we went on to Burma and Siam, though our time was short in both places, 
and from there to Indonesia. 

The first conference on our schédule was the University Teachers’ Con- 
sultation held at Bandung, December 12-22. Its beginnings. may be traced 


_ back to the Asian Leaders’ Conference in Kandy, Ceylon, in January 1949, 


and the General Committee at Whitby, Canada, in August of the same year. 
In Kandy “the task of the Christian in the university” was introduced as one 
of the main topics of discussion. While considerable interest was aroused 
and efforts were made to introduce the subject in their national Movements 
by returning delegates, there was a general feeling that the whole approach 
to the problem was “too Western” to be very-relévant in the Asian setting. 
This Consultation, under the sponsorship of the W.S.C.F. and with the 


- generous financial support of the Hazen Foundation, was the culmination of 


the work of M. M. Thomas, Federation Vice-Chairman, in carrying out the 
Whitby suggestions of ““bringing Asians more centrally into this thinking”’. 
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W.C.Y.C. meeting in Calcutta — Sarah Chakko, chairman, at left 
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By the time we arrived 
in Djakarta the meeting 
had already begun. C. I. 
Itty,’ Indian’ S.C. M. 
Secretary who had .so 
kindly showed us around 
Madras while we were 
there, arrived in the same 
plane with us from Bang- 
kok. Fortunately, through 
the kind mediation of 
the Indonesian S.C.M. 
friends who met us, space 
was found on a plane 
leaving for Bandung that 
afternoon. It was a some- 
what hair-raising trip, for 
the regular afternoon 
ane Dr. Moses, one of ee fees of the Professors’ 
around the mountain aes i 
tops. Nevertheless our pilot was undismayed ; he simply sailed along through 
the valleys, so near the ground that we expected at any moment to see a 
palm tree poking its head through the bottom of the plane. Our more 
experienced fellow-travelers assured us, however, that this was a customary 
technique in Indonesian flying, and sure enough, we finally arrived safe and 
sound in Bandung, somewhat to our surprise ! 

When we got to the Tjimbuiluit Y.M.C.A. Rest House, the discussions 
were already started, under the leadership of Dr. Leimena, Minister of Health 
of the Indonesian government and a senior adviser to the S.C.M., who together 
with Principal D. G. Moses of Hislop College, Nagpur, India, and Professor 
Mikiyo Sumiya of Tokyo University, Japan, was one of the panel of chairmen 
for the Consultation. Representatives were also present from the Philippines, 
Burma, Ceylon, Malaya and Thailand, plus those from Europe and America. 
_ The first part of the Consultation was spent in surveying the university situa- 
tion in the various countries, considering some of the recent publications in the 
field, and formulating the crucial questions to be dealt with in the remaining time. 

Following this, papers were given on the university’s responsibility to 
society in the face of the ideological conflicts in Asia today, the university’s 
responsibility to truth, and the university as a community. At the same 


time two commissions were meeting to prepare reports on the nature and: 


function of the university in Asia and the evangelistic objectives and tasks in 


the Asian universities. These papers, the summaries of the discussions and 


the reports of the commissions will be, included in an interpretative report 
being prepared by M. M. Thomas. I cannot possibly do justice to them in 


this limited space, so I will simply mention that which most interested me 
as a visiting participant. 


Since the Consultation was intended to be specifically Asian, the question’ 


which constantly came to my mind was: ‘What is Asia?” or “What is 
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_ Asian?” That is, will a university in Asia eventually have another nature, 
_ another function than its counterpart in the West ? Even at the Consultation 
itself there was a tendency for the discussion to circle around university ques- 
tions which had originally been raised in other parts of the world, though they 
were dealt with in an “‘Asian context”. It struck me at first that this Asian 
discussion needed to be even more isolated from Western influence than it 
was, in order that questions peculiar to Asia might be fully considered, 
Then I realized that this would be artificial, for Asia has become indelibly 


_ *Westernized” ; this is a part of its history which it cannot escape. This of 


course is particularly true of the university, which to such a large extent is 
a Western import. The tragic part about the things brought by the West to 
Asia is how few of them have proved to be of lasting and creative value. This 
is a radical statement, with which many would violently disagree, and yet I 
am more and more convinced that it is true. Even the best things (and there 
have been many bad things) which the West brought have somehow back- 
fired in Asia: the raising of hygienic standards increased the populations 
without providing adequate means for their support; the technological advance- 
ments bettered the standard of life of the few and destroyed the communal 
unity and security of the many. And so it goes. Should good eventually 
come out of this upheaval, the West should be very chary about claiming any 
credit for it. See 

At the Consultation the revolution of life which has been brought about 
by this Western impact — the clash of cultures, the ideological conflicts, the 
class tensions, the economic pressures — provided the real background for 
our thinking. Asian societies have for many generations been static. Now, 
as one of the summaries puts it: “The old stagnant civilizations of Asia have 
been shaken to their foundations. New nationalisms have arisen... The 
ancient faiths of Asia have revived...’’ What will come out of all this ? 
Whereas the West has provided the dynamic forces which are creating the 


_ Asian revolution, it has no positive answer to give as to how the-revolution 


may be resolved, for the culture of the West itself is disintegrating because 
of this lack. The old is being destroyed but nothing new seems able to replace 
_ it. The fear is, as an Indian writer has put it, that Asia will become ‘‘an, 
immense expanse of debased Europeanization’’. , 

In one of the preparatory papers, Dr. D. G. Moses pointed out that 
certain peculiarities in the Indian intellectual tradition must be taken into 
consideration in discussing university reform. For instance, he indicates that 
the Western scientific method has shallow rootage in the Indian university 
because traditionally in India ‘‘a communion with nature by mystical intui- 
tion and not conquest of nature by rational analysis and technical skill is the 
ideal’?. This has meant that ‘the result of this unresolved and unrecognized 
conflict has made the Indian scientific mind an intellectually split personality”. 
To what extent this is also true of other Asian countries (the Japanese on 
the basis of their experience tended to agree with the analysis) is not certain. 
But it does indicate that the revolution in Asia is having its repercussions in 
intellectual circles both within and without the university. 

This is only an indication of the fascinating subjects that were constantly — 
being touched upon during the Consultation. Unfortunately, there was 
usually time to do only that ; a deeper, more intensive, consideration of the 
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issues raised must come later. It was in the best sense of the word a “pioneer- 


ing” meeting. We all hope that financial means will be found to follow up 
the good work now started. Com 
The South East Asian Leaders’ Training Course was “new” in more than — 
one way. Whereas the Bandung meeting had been for university teachers, — 
this conference in Djokjakarta was for young S.C.M: leaders. Kyaw Than ~ 
of Burma, W.S.C.F. Secretary and organizer of the Course, had spent much 


of his time since returning from Europe in laying the foundations — selecting _ 


a place, encouraging S.C.M. groups to send delegations, preparing the study 
pamphlets, and arranging all the other thousand and one things that go into 
setting up such an international meeting. His time was well spent. When we 


assembled in Djokjakarta there were almost seventy young student Christian 


leaders from the countries in South East Asia. It-was an exciting moment. 
The president of the Gadja Mada national university welcomed us and wished — 
us well, and SEALTC had begun. For those of us who knew the amount © 


of time and effort, hopes and misgivings, faith and fears, which had gone — 
into making such a moment a reality, it was a time to be deeply grateful. — 


Even then we knew it had all been worthwhile. 


As Dr. C. L. van Doorn has written in an article to appear in The Student — 
World, this was clearly and specifically an Asian conference. It was planned — 


and led by Asians, and most of its financial support came from Asia. This, 


incidentally, was one of the things that impressed us most: the delegations — 


‘came largely on funds which they had raised themselves, for instance, as in 
Burma where the S.C.M. group put on an attractive stage presentation open 
to the public to raise money. And the small Indonesian Movement, under 


the able leadership of Tine Fransz, raised a remarkable sum to provide for — 


our stay, besides showing us all the warmest hospitality before and after the 
Course. For those who were present, therefore, it was their conference, 


because they had had a hand in bringing it about. How often can that be ; 


said of similar Federation events ? 

‘Another thing which gave the Course an indelibly Asian character was 
the place where we met. Indonesia is not the easiest, nor most accessible, 
_ place for such a meeting. Yet all of us, I think, were glad by the time it was 
over that it had been chosen. ‘‘Called to Liberty’? was our theme, and there 
is no place where it would have been more relevant than in Indonesia, which 
has so recently won its bitter and dramatic struggle for independence. As 
one of the Indonesian professors said in welcoming us, ‘““Not a good climate, 
but a good climate of thought, for discussing such a topic.’” We agreed with 
him in both respects! Coming down from the temperate hills of Bandung 
to the steaming plains of Djokjakarta was something of a shock, at least to 
those of us who were more familiar with temperatures ranging down to fifty 
and sixty degrees below freezing at this time of year. But Djokjakarta, the 
Republican centre during the independence struggle and now the site of the 
new Indonesian university, Gadja Mada, might almost ‘be called a political 


shrine for the Republic. On our way from Bandung we passed building after — 


building which was pock-marked with shell holes or gutted by fire; it was 
a vivid reminder that these people also know what war is all about and suf- 
fered its consequences. All this gave a reality to our thinking about liberty 
which would have been missing in more ordinary surroundings. 
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Asian professors discuss common concerns at Consultation in Indonesia 


Once again there is not space to describe fully all the things which were 
discussed. Suffice it to say that the Djokjakarta conference was what it 
intended to be: a “‘training course’. We had: the usual S.C.M. conference 
pattern of morning and evening worship, Bible study, talks and discussions. 
I think all these brought us together as a community, in spite of our diverse 
backgrounds, and also provided that indefinable thing called ‘‘a- Federation 
experience”. Dr. Morris Wee, Federation visitor in Asia, helped to draw us 
together in a series of straightforward talks on the nature of the Christian 
faith and its implications for personal obedience. This groundwork having 
been laid, it was possible in the ““Work-Shop”’ sessions to deal with the actual 
problems of organizing and running national and local S.C.M.s. Here the 
delegates compared their programs and methods, techniques and projects ; 
the Indian delegates were particularly valuable, with their relatively longer 
S.C.M. experience behind them, in giving advice as “‘older brothers’’ to these 
representatives of the “‘younger’”” Movements. No one could have left SEALTC 
without learning the essential characteristics of a good S.C.M. and how to 
organize a basic program. 

That to me was what made the South East Asian Leaders’ Training Course 
such a significant meeting. We were not dealing, as in so many of our Federa- 
tion events, with a transient group which would simply be swallowed up 
again into university work, but with hand-picked leaders who could build up 
S.C.M. work in their countries from the very centre. This they were keen 
to do. No less than the Teachers’ Consultation, this Course was breaking 
new ground and preparing for the future. Interesting and satisfying as it was, 
therefore, Djokja was not an end in itself. For years to come it should be 
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bearing rich fruits in this area which needs so desperately the strong witness — 


of the Christian Church. It was also significant in bringing together young 
Christian leaders from these neighbouring Asian countries which have lived 


in such remarkable isolation from one another for so many years. One day | 


we went to see the magnificent Buddhist temple, Borobudur, near Djokja- 
karta. It dates from before the tenth century A.D. and is a monument to 
the impact of the “foreigners” from south India who came for trade and 
stayed to rule those many centuries ago. (I accused the Indian delegates of 
showing a certain sinful pride about this evidence of their ancient imperialistic 
history, but they refused to repent !) In more recent times the lines of com- 
munication tended to be restricted.to Calcutta and London, Djakarta and 
Amsterdam, or Manila and Washington. Now the natural neighbours are 
discovering one another again, and this was seen at both of these conferences. 
There is a desite for an increase of such inter-Asian contacts among university 
people. It is very easy for the Christian community in Asia to develop an 
introverted, inferiority complex because they are such a tiny minority in most 
of their countries. But it could be seen at this conference that the knowledge 
of the existence of fellow Christians in the same situation in other near-by 
countries is a source of strength and a bulwark against despair to both the 
Church and the S.C.M. 

After a brief contact with Asia, one is almost overwhelmed by its com- 
plexity. In Europe the diversity of languages, cultures, races, ideologies and 
religions is impressive ; but from the infinitely more complex Asian setting, 
Europe seemed in retrospect almost dull in its uniformity ! In a sense, there- 
fore, generalizations about Asia are bound to be misleading. Nevertheless, 
I am inclined, perhaps rashly, to make some on the basis of our experiences. 
As we travelled and as we sat in the meetings of these conferences, it struck 
me very hard how easy it is for us in the West to be complacent about our 
past relations with Asia. ‘We are vaguely disturbed about the evils that we 
have done, but we are more inclined to be annoyed by what we feel is the 
lack of appreciation of Asians for our good works. It is our temptation now 
to secretly hope that the present difficulties in these Asian countries, will 
somehow bring to light the essential benevolence of our past dominations. 
But how few of us are willing to really repent for the basic injustice inherent 
in our past relationships — men whom Christ loved dying of hunger in Asian 
streets while trading boards in London, New York and Amsterdam distributed 
“profits” based on cheap labour. The vast convulsion which has now begun 
to take place in Asia is largely of our making, and whether good or evil comes 
out of it, we must be willing to accept the responsibility for the tragic destruc- 
tiveness in the life of ordinary people which this will necessarily involve. In 
fact, I do not think that the time is far off when the West will learn in its 
relations with Asia what judgment means and the Lord’s “fierce anger’ ; we 
may have only tasted the first-fruits of the judgment of arrogant Moab... 
“because thou trusted in thy works and in thy treasures”. Few of us have 
entered sufficiently into the Asian situation to sense how deeply these past 
injustices and humiliations have scarred the hearts of these people. 

; At the same time we must not confuse the true repentance required in 
this respect with a false humility about the possibilities of mutual service in 
the common fellowship of the Universal Church. The impressiveness of the 
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Missionary movement can never have been so evident as it is today, in this 
time of revolution. Somehow, as so many other “good things” of the past 
are being swept away and forgotten, without regrets, a creative vital Christian 
community remains, a living witness to one relation at least between East and 
West which, at its best and at its heart, was based on the faith in a common 
humanity and an ultimate equality before God through the love of Christ. 
Now at last, the faith of those generations of strangers and pilgrims who went 
out “not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off’ is 
bearing its precious fruit. Mountains have been moved (railways and postal 
services), mysteries have been understood (schools and colleges), the poor 
have been fed (philanthropic examples and democratic forms) ; now as they 
go through the crucible, changing or passing away, it is seen that love alone 
endures and does not fail. Both at the Professors’ Consultation and the 
Leaders’ Course we became increasingly conscious of the huge dimensions 
of the task which confronts the Christian community — humanly speaking, 
an impossible task. One knows in the face of it that however great the work 
of this “cloud of witnesses” has been, it remains a sobering truth that ‘they 
without us should not be made perfect’’, as the writer to the Hebrews puts it. 
It is a remarkable and gratifying fact that there is a great openness in the 
Asian churches to receive help from the outside. In the light of what could 
be the present situation — recriminations, mistrust, isolationism — it can be 
considered nothing less than a manifestation of God’s-mercy that such an 
openness exists.. As an Indonesian delegate.— a strong nationalist — said 
at one of our meetings, ““We want Dutchmen but not the Dutch.” The dis- 
_ tinction is clear. On the surface it may appear.to be a rude and unfriendly 
rebuff ; but understood in the Asian context, it is an expression of unusual 
charity and generosity and is not untypical of the attitude which one now 
finds in these countries. It presents an unparalleled challenge and opportunity 
to “‘cover a multitude of sins’ by love. Today Christians from the West can 
go to Asia carrying nothing but the Gospel and can work without the suspi- 
cion hanging over them of ulterior motives and conflicting loyalties. Thus 
the combining of repentance with service is so important ; for only those who 
are willing to go, ‘““unmindful of that country from whence they came out’’, 
unburdened by any historical prejudices or superiority complexes and deter- 
mined to work in absolute equality and fellowship with their Asian brothers, 
are able to serve the Church’s deepest needs in Asia today. In short, mission in 
the ecumenical context becomes seen as the act of sharing of Christian brothers. 
It was a thrilling experience to take part in these two conferences. Through 
both of them one could feel the freshness and hopefulness in the face of dif- 
ficulties, which are so characteristic of Asia today. In this time of the shaking 
of the foundations, everywhere doors are being swung open which have been 
closed for generations. One of the most important of those doors is to the 
world of learning with its intellectuals and its schools and universities. It 
seems clear that the Federation has a special vocation here which no other 
body can fulfil. We are handicapped by our financial limitations. If, how- 
ever, we have the faith that God has called us to enter these doors which 
are now open, and which may too soon close again, we may also have the 
faith that the way will be provided for entering them and the means given 


to make our obedience fruitful. Sincerely yours, KEITH BRIDSTON. 
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WE WERE AT THE SEALTC ~ 


The following is made up of extracts from impressions of the South East 
Asian Leaders’ Training Course written by several Indonesian student delegates. 


The Leaders’ Training Course taught us the meaning of the Christian 
fellowship. Although we were from various countries and had never met 
each other before, we felt very closely bound together by one faith and one 
Lord. Through the reports given by representatives of each country, we came 
to know that Christian students in our neighbouring countries are young men 


‘and women who put their Christianity into practice. They are fully aware 


that as the future leaders of their countries they have the task of studying 
as Christian youth in order that, having gone through the university, they 
may be able to work in a constructive way for society and country and espe- 
cially for the extension of the Kingdom of God. And they do not hesitate 
to sacrifice their time and energy in order that their S.C.M. may grow into a 
living organization which will bring light and help wherever there is darkness 
and need. They take great pains to persuade their non-Christian comrades 
to become followers of Christ. “‘If I have been saved by Christ and experienced 


' His great richness, how can I fail to speak of my Lord to other people ?” 


asked one young man. 
In their vacations these students go into the villages to bring the good 


“news to the villagers and farmers. They set up medical clinics, conduct 


literacy campaigns, preach the Gospel and hold Sunday School. They are 
eager to enter into the heart of village life by living and working together with 
the people, and in that way they can proclaim the Gospel as friends. The 
students of the S.C.M. of Burma erected and operated emergency housing 
for thousands of refugees from the Karen territory. In the Philippines S.C.M. 
members work in factories to organize labour unions and study conditions. 


* * * 
During the days of preparation I often feared the Leaders’ Training Course 


would be wearisome, because I was thinking of having to study the Bible 
daily and to ponder on all kinds of things which are rather heavy for young 


- people. It is true that. the discussions. and talks were rather difficult, but in 


the high-spirited atmosphere where the sense of unity was Very strong, we 
indeed did not have enough time to study everything we wished. 

Morning devotions were held daily at seven o’clock, followed by a time 
for meditation. In the beginning the time seemed long. My mind dwelt on 
things which did not matter ; my ear was tuned to the sound of the gong which | 
would end the period ; my stomach felt empty and longed for breakfast. But 
gradually I began to regard this as a spiritual breakfast wherein I stood face 
to face with God, as a tree puts its roots deep into the earth. 

_ During the intercessions we learned the meaning of praying for others. 
Time and opportunity were especially made so we were taught to remember 
other countries in prayer, and felt ourselves much strengthened by it. This 
should be the beginning for each country present to continue this intercession 
in its national S.C.M., remembering other countries and other Movements. 
These contacts begun at the Training Course must be continued and 
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ance in an old courthouse of some 
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“world we may remain united in 
Christ, that the world may see 
and believe. 
* * * 
During the Training Course we 
were invited to attend a perform- 


Solo and, Djokja dances, and 
we also visited the Borobudur, 
Mendut and Prambanan, old 
Hindu and Buddhist temples, with 
their monuments and statues to 
represent the Nirvana and gods 
whom they worshipped. - How 
great are those monuments, but 
they are only shadows. However 
wise those Hindus may have been, 
i they still remained heathen —they « 
needed a shadow which could be 


seen with the physical eyes. As I \ 
listened to Professor Chandran Two eee ade tis Gah eee 0 the SEALTC 


_ Devanesan’s explanation of the 


conception of the Borobudur, I thought how I mnyeelt i in the world of my 
thoughts am not very different from those heathen. What I often badly 
need is only the shadow of God, either in the form of poetry, of some 
enchanting musical composition, or in the life of a Christian whom I can 


admire, or in a sermon which I can appreciate. God in the form of a 


shadow will pass away and vanish. The living God of our faith will remain 


as an eternal Rock. The continuity of our S.C.M. does not depend on its’ 


activities or generous members, but upon the grace and mercy of God and on 
each of us being conscious of his responsibility. Man is givefi God’s grace 
to sow the seed of His Gospel ; it is God Himself who makes the seed grow. 

With this conviction I left Djokja to return to my home. Attending the 
Training Course resembled the sojourn on the Mount of Transfiguration, 
which is high, holy and solitary. And then we had to go back to our daily 
life in society with its problems, confused and heaped up. How weak is 
our faith, so that our S.C.M. can hardly live. Why have we slumbered for 
such a long time ? Because we ourselves do not fully understand-and realize 
that Jesus is our very Saviour and very Lord. Because we are not using the 
means of communication which our Lord in His grace has created for us 
— that of prayer. In a short time we came to feel that we need to learn to 
pray together perseveringly in the circle of our S.C.M., to fling away self- 
consciousness and hesitation. We have seen that our colleagues from abroad 
are young men and women who are speaking and acting like Christians with 
clarity and boldness. Our S.C.M. is affiliated with the Federation, a group 
of men and women who know how to pray and to embrace the whole world. 


Race and tongue differ, the method of organization is different, the way of 


worship in each church is not the same, political attitudes differ, but in faith 


they are one because they are awaiting the coming of the Kingdom of God. — 
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MEDITATION ON EPHESIANS 


By KeiTH R. BRIDSTON 


The beginning of the letter to the Ephesians is not easy. We are immediately 
confronted by the greatest themes of biblical theology : grace, predestination, redemp- 
tion and salvation, ‘“‘far above all rule, and authority, and power and dominion’’. 
The skilled theologian and the ordinary layman both stand in awe as the colossal 
dimensions of God’s redemptive plan are drawn out with sure strokes by the Apostle. 
The majesty, the mystery of the “gospel of salvation’’ are there in full measure, so 
that the writer himself is almost swept away by the breath-taking claims of his reve- 
lation: ‘For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father.” : A 

There may be a temptation to become obsessed with the immensity of these 
theological abysses. We may stand on the edge of them, as it were, gazing over, 
seeking to penetrate their mysteries, and thus become transfixed, unable to move. ~ 
Here the word of Kierkegaard is a helpful one when he tells us not to remain with the 
difficulties of the Bible too long ; some things at least are clearly seen and understood | 
and it is up to us to.act upon them. So it is with the Apostle himself. He does not 
dwell forever on the ‘‘unsearchable riches’’. His “‘explanation’’ is a strange one : 
it is the summons to obedience: “‘I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.” 

What a ‘“‘therefore’’ this is ! It means that all this talk about “‘the will of God’’, 
“the heavenly places’, the foreordination, the promise, the redemption, has to do 
with me. These profundities, which I so inadequately understand, lay hold upon me: 
Iam called. No theologizing, no argumentation, no theories, can help me to escape 
this naked, awful “‘therefore’’. 


What am I called to? First of all, to membership in the one body of Christ. 
There is only one body and it is within it that we must work out our calling. For 
it is only in relation to the other callings that our own calling is understood ; only in © 
relation to the others can we see that we have a vocation which no one else can fulfil. 
For, to use the analogy which the Apostle uses elsewhere, “‘if the whole body were 
an eye, where were the hearing ?’’. That is, there is nothing wrong in an “‘ eye”’ 
trying to be a good and successful eye; but it is meaningless for an ‘“‘eye’’ to try to 
become a successful “‘ear’’. 

The diversity of the parts only becomes meaningful in relation to the unity of the 
whole. The only legitimate ambition for the Christian is for the whole and not for 
himself. This is his ambition: that his calling and the calling of all the others in 
the body may together “‘grow up in all things into him, which is the head, even Christ... 
unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.’ This 
“growing up’’ to maturity is the meaning not only of personal vocation in the Church, 
but also of ecumenism. For it is only when the divided churches understand, and 
believe in, the possibility of ‘“‘growing up” together “into him, which is the head’’, 
that ecumenism becomes more than a theological hobby. 


I am also called to become a “new man’’. We live in a time when there is great 
Scepticism about the possibility of ‘newness’. Behaviourist psychologists tell us 
that our personalities have been moulded in the cradle and undermine any hope we 
may have of changing them. The sociologists show us the rigid class structures which 
form the character of our institutions. The historians reveal the impersonal economic 
forces of the past and present, outside of our control, which determine our futnre. 
There is nothing new under the sun. As the character in T.S. Eliot’s The Cocktail 
Party says, “I see that my life was determined long ago 

And that the struggle to escape from it 
Is only a make-believe, a pretence 
That what is, is not, or could be changed.” 
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This is also a Christian insight, the belief in the reality of sin and judgment. But 


_ there is also the Christian belief in creation and redemption, which makes it possible 


to hope for fresh beginnings, for “‘newness’’. Because of the Gospel, therefore, it is no 
mockery for the Apostle to ask us “to put away the old man... and put on the new 
man.” By the victory of Jesus Christ on the third day, the “new” becomes a reality in 
human life. God created the absolutely “new” and Jesus Christ is the one and only 
“re-newer’’. It is possible for us men to make a new start because God Himself did. 


We are called to be “imitators of God’’. This is an astounding vocation. In 
our false humility we would like to put aside such thoughts — it is too daring. Or 
is it too dangerous ? For God became man and ‘dwelt among us’’; what He did, 
therefore, is not only possible for us, it is our inescapable vocation. In common 
usage, “imitation”? has come to mean somethirig second-best, something which 
carries only a superficial resemblance to the original. Our ‘imitation’? of God does 
indeed have that character ; but that is not our true vocation. It is, and we cannot 
escape it by either pride or humility, “to walk in love, even as Christ also loved”’. 

The Apostle puts the matter on a very common level. He talks about marriage 
and the family and the home: that is, about dishwashing and laundry lines, about 
budgets and bills. He associates all that with the relation of Christ and the Church 
(how unspiritual the man is !). And he says that Christians should always be ‘“‘subject- 
ing yourselves one to another in the fear of Christ... Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church and gave himself up for it.’’ We need not run 
to the ends of the earth, nor flee into a cloister, to begin the imitation of God. The 
call comes to us at our own doorstep and within our own home ;_it comes to all 
of us, here, now, today ! . 


Finally, I am called to be a soldier, a spiritual-warrior. The Bible is not a senti- 
mental book. Its view of the world is starkly realistic. There is no suggestion that 
the evil of the world is an illusion or that it is less bad than it seems to be. Nor is 
evil ascribed to a “‘primitive lower nature’’, or to ignorance, or to lack of culture, or 
even to irreligiousness. After all, the Apostle had been whipped, beaten with rods, 
and stoned, by religious men with good intentions. He can have few illusions left 
about the universality of sin and the “‘wiles of the devil’. The whole of creation, 
from top to bottom, is out of joint. So we are engaged in a warfare which pits us 
“against the principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers_of this dark- 
ness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places’’. 


The prospect of being engaged in this terrible war is not a pleasant one. Humanly 
speaking it is a hopeless engagement : about that we should be perfectly clear. Civil- 
ization,- technology, culture, democracy, social justice : they are all false hopes, they are 
all lost causes. There is only one security in this war : “the whole armour of, God” ; 
there is only one hope: the Resurrection victory. God Himself alone is able to resolve 
the conflict. He does. On Golgotha the struggle comes to its bitter end : “It is finished.” 

Out of this heart of darkness comes the glorious light of the third day: The huge 
stone — the sorrows, the pains, the griefs of a stricken world — is rolled away. 
All things have become new : ““Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall shine upon thee.”’ In the face of all the powers of the world God’s 


. power reigns supreme. That is why our calling is possible. For the power of God 


revealed in the resurrection is available to us in our daily lives; as we answer our 
call we come to learn “‘what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who 
believe, according to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead.” 


O God, who for our redemption didst give thine only-begotten Son to the death 
of the Cross, and by his glorious resurrection hast delivered us from the power of our 
enemy ; grant us to die daily unto sin, that we may evermore live with him in the 
joy of his resurrection ; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Book of Common Prayer (1928) 
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THE CEYLON STUDENT 


CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT 


CELESTINE FERNANDO 


The foundations of the Ceylon S.C.M. were laid in 1884 when the first bi 
student Y.M.C.A. was organized at Jaffna College. This is indicative of the — 


very great missionary contribution that this college has made, not only to 
student work, but to the development of the whole church in Ceylon, through 
groups such as this, and above all through the Jaffna Inter-Collegiate Christian 


Fellowship organized later to coordinate and encourage Christian work in : 


the schools of the peninsula. 
The movement inevitably spread to the south, and in 1912 an all-island 


Y.M.C.A. department was formed. This was replaced in 1915 by the Ceylon | 


Student Christian Association which, in cooperation with the S.C.A. of 
India and Burma (now the S.C.M. of India, Pakistan and Ceylon) was 
affiliated as a national Movement to the W.S.C.F. Today the Ceylon S.C.M. 
has twenty-one school branches with a membership of more than 500, and 


seven branches with over 300 members in the university, the medical, law, | 


technical and training colleges, the United Christian Training College at 


Nallur, and the undergraduate department of Jaffna College. Until this 


year all our Secretaries were volunteer workers, but recently, due to the 


increasing demands of our work, we have appointed our first paid Secretary. — 


Through our program we try to fulfil our chief aim, which is to win 


students for Christ and to train them for Christian service and leadership — 
in both the Church and our land. The student-led term-end services, held ~ 


each year in churches of different denominations, are the chief feature of 


our worship program. The preachers have usually been Senior Friends or — 


such well-known Christian visitors as Canon McLeod Campbell and the — 


Rev. Oliver Tomkins. These services are followed by a social hour at which 


past and present members meet and hear news of S.C.M. work. In addition : 


there are such special events as the University S.C.M. Service of Nine Lessons 
and Christmas Carols held every year at the Chapel of Ladies’ College, 
Colombo, with a large congregation of students, their parents and friends. 


In some of our units there are also prayer cells for intercession for the sick — 


and needy and for the work of the S.C.M. in other lands. 
Most of our branches have Bible study groups, and we also encourage 


students to join the Bible Reading Fellowship for daily Bible study. The 4 
more active college brahches arrange regular lectures on the relevance of the — 


Christian faith for contemporary problems. The S.C.M. also brings its 


members together at annual conferences, held in various parts of the island, — 


with such themes as ‘“‘Jesus Christ is Lord’, ‘‘The Unity of the Church”, 


“God and Persons’’, and ‘‘The Gospel of Christ in the Asian Scene”. We have ; 


also sponsored missions to students in the schools and colleges, which are : 


very grateful for the help they have been able to give. As part of our leader- 
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_ ship training during the last three years, we have held a study conference 
and three training courses for S.C.M. officers and committee members. 

Occasionally we have been able to send representatives to study conferences 
of the Indian S.C.M., but on the whole our study program is an aspect of 
our work which needs strengthening. 

We try to create in our students an interest in the need for evangelism 
by arranging visits to village areas 
and, with the cooperation of church 
workers, by helping them to part- 
 icipate in evangelistic programs 
and to speak at witness meetings. 

At a week-end evangelistic 
camp organized in cooperation 
with the Bible Society, scriptures 
were sold, cottage meetings held 
and students spoke at special 
meetings. It was only recently, 
however, that our Student Vol- 
__-unteer Missionary Union was 
- started. Its ten members are a 

witness to the need for full-time 
commitment to the work of the 
Church, and we hope that each 

branch will be able to recruit at 
- least one member. From time to 
_ time we also have Christian liter- 
ature service weeks when students 
undertake to sell Christian liter- 
- ature to their friends. 

; Each year we have a mis- 
~sionary conference. The most 


recent of these, at which the Rev. Celestine Fernando (right) 
and Mrs. T.W. Allen, former with Professor Eliezer, President 
members of the British S.C.M. of the Ceylon S.C.M. 


and missionaries from China, 
spoke on “Lessons from China for the Church in Ceylon’’, was especially 
helpful and created a great deal of interest. 

The W.S.C.F. Asian Leaders’ Conference held in 1948 has been of lasting 
value in our work. Apart from introducing our members to S.C.M. leaders 
from other lands and helping our Movement to get a clearer idea of the reality 
and dynamism of the world Christian student community, it aroused the 
interest of many of our members in their specific opportunities for Christian 
witness in building community life in the university and in the field of Asian 
politics, by bringing them in contact with young Christian student leaders 
of Movements which were far.more concerned about such matters than was 
theirs. Following this conference we started the Christian University Teachers’ 
Commission which has held several meetings and a student conference and 
is gradually finding its way as an agency capable of playing an important 
part in our higher education. ? 
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As we are a provincial unit of the S.C.M. of India, an average of about 
eighty Ceylonese students have participated in each of its triennial conferences. 
Other contacts with foreign Movements which have helped us have been the 
University Teachers’ Study Conference at Ootucamund, the W.S.C.F. 
Consultation held earlier at Kodaikanal, and recently the South East Asian — 
University Teachers’ Consultation at Djokjakarta, to all of which we have 
been able to send representatives. Visits from members of the Federation 
staff, such as Dr. and Mrs. Winburn Thomas, Dr. and Mrs. Keith Bridston — 
and Dr. M. M. Thomas, and from friends of the Federation such as Dr. Visser 
°t Hooft and Dr. Kraemer have also been a source of great encouragement. 
As Colombo is a convenient port of call on the route from Australia to England, 
we also have occasional visitors like Margaret Holmes returning to Australia © 
and Peter Bailey on his way to England. We ourselves were able to make 
a contribution to this aspect of the life of the Federation when Gerald Cooray, 
our former president, toured Australian university and S.C.M. centres and’ 
took part in several conferences, including the annual conference of the 
Australian S.C.M. at Corio. It is chiefly such contacts that have helped us 
to look on the Federation not as ‘‘a cloud hovering over the lake of 
Geneva” or even as a headquarters office, but as a truly personal world 
community. 

As in other countries, so too in Ceylon the S.C.M. has contributed some 
Christian leaders well-known in Federation life: the’ Rev. D. T. Niles, the 
Rev. S. Sevaratnam, the founder of the Jaffna Ashram, and the Rev. Bryan ~ 
de Kretser, the Presbyterian youth leader, were all student members of the 
Ceylon S.C.M. We are grateful for the continued help of such friends, but a | 
few leaders cannot make a sustained contribution to the Movement unless 
our college branches are helped to train their members for local leadership. 
Men and women with the kind of ecumenical outlook and training which 
the S.C.M. can give are specially needed in the church union movement in 
Ceylon and in helping the churches to give effective leadership to the political 
and social witness of Christian people. 

In the face of the revival of the ancient religions of Buddhism and Hinduism, 
our tiny community of Christians, who are only ten per cent of the total 
population (with ninety per cent of these Roman Catholics), tends to be —» 
somewhat complacent. It is true that the government is favourable to all 
religions, although the majority ones naturally have an advantage. Further, 
the political good fortune which Ceylon has enjoyed during recent years, 
while other Asian countries have suffered. so much through foreign occupation 
or civil strife, appears to have dulled the sense of social justice even among — 
religious leaders. But Christians still have an influence quite out of proportion 
to their numbers. In centres of higher education they are strongly represented 
(for example, in the University of Ceylon they make up more than thirty 
per cent of the total enrollment), and in the past Christian schools have done _ 
much to encourage this. ; 

What is disturbing is that few Christians appear to take advantage of the 
opportunities to contribute to the spiritual and cultural life of the country. 
Some senior members of the S.C.M. have formed the Christian Social Action 
Movement which, through conferences, study groups and by selling literature, 
seeks to educate members on social and political issues. The Medical College 
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§.C.M. runs a Boys’ Club and a medical aid centre. Other S.C.M. branches 


have social service teams for hospital visiting, social service, and so forth. 
But these are clearly not enough in the face of our country’s needs. Perhaps 
when our poorer students reap the benefits of higher education through 
opportunities they now have under the new educational system, they will 
have a greater sense of responsibility in these matters. It is only a suffering 
church that can be alive to social realities. We in Ceylon have to suffer and 
to learn. 

Soon the S.C.M. will have to play a prominent part in raising funds for 
the new united Christian University Church and Chaplaincy at Peradeniya, 
to which more than half of our 2,000 students now in Colombo will move 
by July, 1952. This university project presents us with a real opportunity 
which must be taken for God’s glory. If it is to be a source of spiritual power 
not only in the life of the university, but as it could well be, in the life of the 
country, it will need not merely funds, important as they are, but the continued 
support and Christian witness of persons — teachers, students, parents, clergy 
and other church members — for religious training and character building 
cannot be successful unless there is’ cooperation among all of these. The 
proportion of Christian students to the total enrollment at the university 
and in our professional colleges may decrease as the years go by, when schools, 
run by the State and other religious bodies gain greater strength, as they are 


-bound to do. But if the Ceylon S.C.M.., by the quality of its personal witness, 


wins young students for Christ and trains them for leadership, then we shall 
be able to fulfil a great role in the life of the Church and country. . We have 
a great deal of work to do. It is because we in Ceylon cannot do this of our 
own strength that we ask for the constant prayers of our fellow members 


of the Federation that we may have God’s grace and strength and their 


cooperation in the fulfilment of these tasks. 


The price of a year’s subscription to the News Sheet is as follows: 
Sw. Fr. 2.50; 3s. 6d.; $1.00. 


Subscription orders may,be sent to your national S.C.M. office or to 
Federation headquarters. 
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FEDERATION AROUND THE WORLD | 


New Zealand 


To the Christian Students of the 
World’s Student Christian Federation. 


The members of the New Zealand 
Student Christian Movement, met in 
Conference in Wellington from Decem- 
ber 28 to January 4, 1952, desiring to 
enter more fully into fellowship with 
other Christian students throughout the 
world, resolved to address the following 
letter to them: 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of our 
annual Conference, we give thanks to 
God that He has permitted us to gather 
once more in peace and well being and 
prepare ourselves for further service to 
Him in the future. In particular, He has 
led us, during this Conference, by study 
and meditation on the sacrament of the 


Lord’s Supper and by our participation _ 


in that sacrament itself, according to our 
various traditions, into a new apprehen- 
sion of the unity of the Church, the Body 
of Christ, in all the world, in spite of 
its outward divisions and all the other 
barriers that divide us. And therefore 
we send you this letter, thereby wishing 
to show our sympathy and concern for 
you as well as to tell you of God’s bles- 
sings on us in 1951. 

We give thanks to Him for four im- 
portant developments in our work. We 
have been able to appoint .a full-time 
organizing secretary to expand our work 
in schools. Cooperating with the Nation- 
al Council of Churches, we made pos- 
sible the first conference of theological 
students to be held in this country ; for 
many of them it was their first experience 
of the ecumenical movement. Thirdly, 
we have decided that immediately after 
this Conference as many of us as wish 
to will continue to live together as a 
Christian community, while taking em- 
ployment during the university vacation 
to support themselves during the follow- 
ing session. And lastly, a group in one 
of our university centres has very suc- 
cessfully pioneered the use of modern 
religious drama. as a method of evan- 
gelism. But in spite of these innovations, 


s Ars 


fellowship in prayer and Bible study 
continues to be central in our work, | 
Much as we are aware of our unity in 


| 


i 


Christ we cannot escape the fact that in — 


a world torn by political and racial con- 


flicts and by economic inequalities there _ 


are many barriers that separate us. We 


are acutely aware of our duty to do all _ 


that lies in our power to lessen these 
conflicts and we feel we can best do this 
by sharing with those who are in need, 
the material welfare which is ours. Only 
by making real sacrifices can we claim 
to be Christians, and we acknowledge 
the sinful inadequacy of the collective 


efforts of our Movement and our nation. — 


Pray for us that we may be less selfish. 
We recognize that. owing to our geo- 


graphical situation we are in a special | 


relationship with the people of Asia, a 
relationship that our people and govern- 
ment are not willing to face. We deplore 
that our rejection of racial discrimina- 
tion is so often merely academic, and has 
amounted in fact to a passive acceptance 
of it. We admire the Asian Christians 


in their work; we pray for them in the 


difficult task facing them, a task made 
even more difficult by our past short- 
comings as members of the white race. 
We send our greetings to new Student 
Christian Movements being established 
in Latin America and to those Move- 


ments in the old and new worlds work- 


ing under similar conditions to our 
own. 

We are acutely aware of the difficult 
situation facing Christian students in 
Africa and we pray for them. We recog- 
nize the tragic division in Europe, espec- 
ially in Germany and Austria, and the 
divided allegiance and constant moral 
conflict it imposes on men and women. 
May they and we not lose faith in the 
reconciling power of our Lord, which is 


shown forth by the unity all feel in the 


household of faith. 
But transcending all these questions 


_ the fear of war hangs over the whole 


world. We regard the threat of war as 
the central question of our time, and 
acknowledge our responsibility to act, 


See eee 


ve aS? oe Pe rae J TS eee — 


a 


ot raha ee 
Ny aig} Se 


y aay 
Ped “i 


Ce 


a 


2 


og 


; 


_itical or racial reasons. 


as opportunity allows, for ‘the preserv- 
ation of world peace. Not merely do 


we pray that a major war may be averted, 
_ but that open fighting be ended. in Korea 
-and South East Asia ; and the peace for 


__ which we pray is not the mere absence 


of fighting, but a growing and streng- 
thening of mutual understanding between 
the nations and true peace within the 
hearts of men. 

We are aware of the privilige we enjoy 


in being students, since many who would 


be students cannot be for economic, pol- 
And while we 
remember these, we also offer our inter- 


- cessions for those who are students, but 


, 


; : 


y 


whose studies are hindered by physical 
need, ill health, or other privations. 
We should like to hear from Christian 
students in other countries concerning 
their activities and their needs, so that 
we may pray and act for them as they 


_ for us, and the fellowship of prayer in 


the communion of saints be made real 
for us all. 
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: ; Australian S.C.M. National Conference, Canberra 


To all Christian students to whom this tele 
letter may come, brotherly greetings in he yt 
Christ Jesus ! & re 

Australia — 3 Ree 


Australian S.C.M. National Conference ae 


In thinking about “‘The Cost of Peace’’ 
at National Conference, January 9-16, 
we were dealing with what is today a 
very real issue, and it was an exciting 
and challenging business. . 

After an introductory address on ‘“‘The St 
Human Situation’’, which opened up the yo 
whole problem of the need for peace, a hin 
Rational Humanist, a Marxist and a et 
Christian each presented, in a sympo- me 
sium, his views of ““The Way Out’’. For 
the Rational Humanist, the clue to the be. 
problem was the need for men to be . 
educated. He maintained that, as men ey 
learned to use their reason, the tendency =e ae 
towards goodness, which is inherent in Aran) 
their make-up, would become operative, 
and peace would result. The Marxist ~ A i 


regarded the problem as basically one of 
economic inequality, and consequently 
his solution was that socialism should 
be introduced swiftly and categorically, 
and if necessary by force. The basis of 
the answer given by the Christian was 
that men are sinful, and that they have 
rebelled against God. Consequently they 
stand in need of His forgiveness and 
reconciliation, which have been made 
possible by the death of Jesus Christ on 
the Cross. It is the task of Christians to 
see realistically the problems of the 
world, to become “involved in the 
world’, and to “‘heal’’ the community 
even as Christ healed in His day. 
Following this opening up of the con- 
temporary situation, Conference set, out 
to discover what is involved for the 
Christian in the given situation. One 
speaker dealt with the responsibility of 
the student to the community, while 
others helped us to see the present world 
struggle, especially in the international 


and interracial spheres, and the divided © 


witness of the Church, in God’s perspec- 
tive. Side by side with these addresses 
went study circles where the problems 


were tackled less formally on the basis, . 


of a specially-written Bible study called 
“Reconciliation’’. During the closing 
service, Christian living, a vital relation- 
ship between God and men, was set in 
the very midst of the world and its con- 
flicts, in an address on “‘Life of Recon- 
ciliation’’. ; 
Each evening members of Conference 
had the opportunity of attending a 
tutorial on one of the following subjects : 
Prayer, the Bible, Theology, Australian 
Politics, Australia and Asia, Christianity 
and Science, Christianity. and Psycho- 
therapy. These tutorials enabled each 
person to follow up his own particular 
interest or problems, and fitted in well 
with the whole pattern of Conference. 
It was a privilege to have D. T. Niles 
of Ceylon with us at Conference. We 
will remember the great contribution he 
made — especially his conception of 
God’s present activity in the breaking 
down of man-made barriers; of the 
Church, God’s “new society’, as an 
instrument in that process, and of our 
responsibility for making visible the 
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unity which the Church already pos- a 


sesses, especially by recovering its cathol- 
icity — its wholeness, its protestantism — 
its continual confession of God and 
dependence on His mercy, and_ its 
puritanism — its discipline and asceticism 
by which it becomes, not conformed to 
the world, but an instrument by which 
the world is transformed. 

If Christianity is true, and we believe 


it is, “‘peace’’ is not merely the absence ~ 


of war and conflict between men, but the 
positive reconciliation of sinful men with 
the Living God, and with each other. 


In a sense, the business of Conference — 


begins now that Conference is over, as 
we go out again into the world to begin 
our work as ‘‘agents’’ of God’s recon- 
ciliation, His forgiveness, His Peace. 


JOAN PERKINS. 


* * * 

Preceding National Conference, two 
other S.C.M. meetings were held. Out- 
standing features of the Leadership 
Training Course for university and teach- 
ers’ college S.C.M. committees were the 


strong spirit of fellowship and the excel- 


lent Bible expositions and addresses. The © 
expositions covered most of the first © 


four chapters of St. John’s Gospel and 
provided the study circles which followed 
with clear, helpful material for discus- 
sion. The circles were led by a different 
student each day and this proved a use- 
ful means-of leadership training. Each 
group of leaders received brief coaching 
the night before. Ina series of addresses, 
the speaker began by discussing the per- 
sonal and other reasons why people are 
not Christians, chief among them being 
the self-righteousness, laziness or cliquish- 
ness of Christians, or the preference of 
some non-Christians for “a game of 
intellectual chess’? rather than commit- 
ment to the truth. He went on to open 
up new understanding of the Bible and 
its message in relation to the task of 
student evangelism, giving a fresh reali- 
zation of what we proclaim and the 
reasons for doing so, along with sugges- 
tions for further study. In other sessions 
tutorials were given on ways and means 
of carrying out an S.C.M. program and 
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' Students was observed 


4 information on “The Purpose and Func- 
tion of an S.C.M. Committee’’. 


A representative, if not very large, 


4 group of students from Australian, theol- 
 ogical colleges also met prior to National 


Conference for a conference on a theme 
which had grown out of previous ones — 


- “The Church in the Purpose of God’’. 


Beginning with what the Amsterdam 
Assembly of 1948 described as ‘our 
deepest difference”’ that between 
“catholic”? and “protestant”? — the first 
two addresses on “The Idea of Catho- 
licity’”? and “The Catholicity of Protes- 
tantism’’ were followed by three ad- 
dresses on the biblical basis of the 
Church. Ample time was allowed for 
discussion which was lively and profit- 
able, and was enriched by the variety of 


traditions represented, as was also the » 


worship. 
Greece 
We have received the following brief 


report on the celebration of the Universal 
‘Day of Prayer for Students in Greece : 


The Universal Day of Prayer for 
in Greece on 
Sunday, February 17. In the morning a 
very dignified and beautiful service was 
held in the Orthodox Cathedral, lasting 
over an hour. His Beatitude the Arch- 


- bishop of Athens and all Greece address- 


ed over 5,000 students attending the 
_ service. He began his address by saying 
_ that the Universal Day of Prayer was 


being observed by Christian students 
throughout the world ; he then spoke at 
some length about the relationship of 
Christianity to the everyday life of the 


' students. 


In the evening a meeting was held in 
the University of Athens with an address 


‘by the Dean of the School of Theology. 


About 1,500 students were present. 


Japan 


Japanese Christians students wish to 
send. the following message to fellow 
students around the world. 


' Dear Brothers in Christ: 


a 


Japanese students are planning to ob- 
serve the Universal Day of Prayer for 
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Students with the theme of ‘‘For Friends 
All Over the World”. We are happy to 
recall how gallantly you are struggling 
with so many difficulties for the sake of 
the Gospel of God in this bewildered 
world — a world which is menaced by 
a foreshadowing unfathomable calamity. 
May God guide and bless you and help 
you to achieve your wonderful work for 
Him. Knowing that you have kept on 
praying for Japan even. when she, dese- 
crating God, dealt you so much harm 
as scarcely to be forgotten, we throb with 
the pain of our sin. We sincerely ask 
God and you for forgiveness. 


From the depth of bewilderment, we 
look up to: His words, “Be prudent, and 
watch ye’’, ‘““Thou may bé one in Him’’, 
and then ‘‘Pray for friends all over the 
world’’. As the conflict between the two 
worlds becomes more severe, even the 
community among people of the world 
in Him is threatened. But how can we 
be united but through prayer to Him ? 
He is our only hope. He can unite all of 
us. Let us pray so that we, Christians 
of the world, may be able to work to- 
gether for God. wherever we are. Let us 
remember men and women all over 
the world in prayer so that they may be 
saved by God. 

The peace treaty being concluded, 
Japan is now going to resume its independ- 
ence. We hope the new~Japan will 
develop steadily for the cause of world 
peace and the building of His Kingdom 
on earth. May He give us intelligence 
to find out and the courage to do what 
is precisely suited for the attainment of 
this purpose even in our everyday tasks. 
May our Japan become a country to be 
loved by all the people of..the world. 
This difficult situation is surely given 
as a trial for our faith in Him, and 
this is the very time we have to pray 
so seriously. We ask for your prayers 
so that we may be true Christians 
before God and friends all over the 
world.. 


May God guide you forever. We are 
heartily thankful for being related to the 
fellowship of prayer as one of the mem- 
bers of the World’s Student Christian 
Federation. : 


“God willeth that all .men should be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of 
truth’? (Timothy 2: 4). 


Yours in Him, 


IKUKO SHIBATA 


Chairman, Kanto Federation 
of Student Y.W.C.A.s. ° 


YUICHI HIRABAYASHI 


Chairman, Tokyo Federation 
of Student Y.M.C.A:s. 


ES, ok 


We have also received a copy of a 
letter written by Makoto Fujita, Student 
Work Secretary of the Japanese Y.M. 
C.A., to Professor Bratsiotis, Honorary 
President of the S.C.A. of Greece in 
which he tells of ‘‘the first occasion that 
the Japanese Student Christian Move- 


ment has welcomed a representative of 
Aristides Voultsos, | 


your Movement’. 
after several months in Korea, took the 
opportunity of a rest period to bring the 
greetings of his own S.C.M. to that of 
Japan. Mr. Fujita tells of a morning 
chapel service at Maiji Gakuin College 
at which the visitor spoke to 250 students. 
“Really it was a wonderful experience, 
I believe, both for Japanese students and 
Ari himself. Though students could not 
understand his Greek speech, they felt 
the deepest meaning of the world-wide 
Christian fellowship and the spirit. of the 
World’s Student Christian Federation 
in which we are one. A friend of Ari 


Material in the News Sheet may be reprinted in other publications with- 
out special permission, with a credit line, 
Student Christian Federation News Sheet’’. 
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prepared an a English draft of his Greek’ 
speech, and from that English I trans- 
lated into Japanese. After the morning 
service members of the Meiji Gakuin 
College Student Christian Association, 
which includes both Y.M.C.A. and 
Y.W.C.A., wanted to have a discussion 


meeting. While we were waiting for a ~ 


translator we sang some hymns. We 
have eight Greek hymns in our Japanese 
hymn book. Ari sang in Greek chant. 


We also learned some Greek vocabulary — 


in drawing pictures such as Church, 
cross, pastor, eye, etc. ! During the dis- 
cussion Ari was asked many, many 


questions about the student life in 


Greece, moral standards, the political 
situation and so forth. About forty 


students joined in the meeting. In clos- — 


ing the representative of Meiji Gakuin 


College S.C.A. expressed their heartfelt — 
thanks and deep appreciation for his © 


coming and also he conveyed their best 


wishes and greetings to you and all © 


members of the S.C.A. of Greece which 
so kindly sent him to us. 

“It was indeed a most inspiring and - 
rich experience for us to have Ari here 
in Japan. We realized deeply the import- 


ance of the Federation and the witness © 


of the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
especially in this divided world in which 


we can find hope only in God through ~ 


Jesus Christ... 


“May God direct you and your organ- 
ization to carry out the most important 
task to witness to the love and truth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in the universities 
and colleges of Greece.”’ 


“Reprinted from the World’s 


oe ae 


- Finland 


Ai > wk ‘if mays ae 
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NATIONAL MOVEMENTS? 
CONFERENCES IN EUROPE 


The following are conferences of national Movements to be held in Europe this 
summer about which we have received information. Details may be obtained from 
national headquarters. 


Austria 
Ski Camp, April 6-19, at Buchholzerhiitte, Karnten, near Villach. 
Conference, first two weeks of September, Landskron. Cost: 200 Austrian 
shillings (approx. 36 sh. per $1). 
Belgium 
National Conference, end of September. There will be two or three free places 
for students from France, Germany, Great Britain and Holland. 
Denmark j 
Conference, July 1-7, North Jutland. Theme: “‘What does it mean to be a 
' Lutheran Christian?’’ One free place for each Movement. Indicate which 
languages spoken. 
France 
Annual Leaders’ Training Conference (French speaking), July 15 - August 5, in 
the centre of France. Cost: $1.00 per day. 


Student Conferences in Tampere (May 31 - June 5); in Ekends (June 21-26, 
for Swedish-speaking students); in Kuortane (August 13-18); in Loimaa 

(August. 22-26). 

‘Scandinavian “‘Evangelical?’? Leaders’ Conference in Teiniharju, June 26 - July 3. 

International Student Camp in Teiniharju, perhaps July 11-19. 

Probably a work camp in August. 

Eighteen camps and conferences for school girls and boys. 

Camp for young graduates. 


Ase 


~ German ty-East ; 


Studentengemeinde Summer Conference, August 7-14, Kirchliche Hochschule, 
Berlin-Zehlendorf. Two free places for each European Movement, 


Great Britain 

Scottish Conference, June 28 - July 3, Wiston Lodge, Lanarkshire. Theme : 
“Responsibility.’’ Cost : £3.10-£4. Four overseas delegates are being invited. 

Study Swanwick, July 14-24, Swanwick, Derbyshire. Cost: £6.10. 

General Swanwick, July 24-31, Swanwick, Derbyshire. Theme: ‘‘Salvation.”’ 
Cost: £4.15. There will be a free place for each of the European Move- 
ments at both Study and General Swanwick. Applications will have to come 
through the national Movements officially. 

Bible School, September 1-6, Northamptonshire. 

Greece 
Orthodox Conference, first fortnight of July. Foreign students are invited. 
Work camp to be organized following the conference. 

Holland 

N.C.S.V. Summer Conferences, June 26- July 2 and July 4-10, Nunspeet. 
Approximate cost : £2.6 for each conference. Foreign students are invited. 

V.C.S.B. Conference, July 7-12. Approximate cost : £2.6. 

(Continued on next page) ~ 


47 


NATIONAL MOVEMENTS CONFERENCES IN EUROPE (continued) 


Russian S.C.M. outside Russia 
Conference, May- 31 - June 2, Biévres, France. Cost: $1.50 per day. With 
translations. 
Six-weeks’ Summer Camp, July 17- September 1, near Grenoble. Cost: $0.75 
per day. Study of Russian language, culture, etc. There will be places 
for 25 foreign students. 


Sweden ‘ d 

Scandinavian Conference, August 18-23, Ah, near Gothenborg. Cost: $8-$9. 
Invitations will be sent. There will be translations and may be some free 
places. There will be no Stjarnholm Conference this year. 

Switzerland 


Conference, May 10-12, Neuchatel. Cost: Sw. Fr. 15-20. Invitations will be © 
sent. 


INTERCESSIONS 


- “Tet all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God hath made him ~ 
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified.’? (Acts 2: 36.) 

Let us praise God for the glorious Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord, for 
He is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered for us, and has taken away the ~ 
sin of the world; who by His death has destroyed death, and by His rising to life _ 
again has restored to us everlasting life. ‘2 

In this faith let us intercede for the concerns of students throughout the, world. — 


Let us pray for the professors and students of the universities of South East Asia. 


Pray that the inspiration that delegates received at the conferences in Indonesia in 


December may bear rich fruit in their own national situations. 


O Lord, thou hast entrusted us with the glad tidings of thy salvation. May we — 
never live to ourselves in self-contained contentment, keeping to the old trodden 
paths, but seek ever new ways to forward thy cause and serve our fellow students. _ 
Make us to be truthful and joyous messengers of thy redeeming love, and grant 
unto thy servants to speak thy Word with boldness. is 


Let us pray for the Executive Committee meeting of the W.S.C.F. (April 18-22), 4 


and for the plans that-are made for the General Committee to meet in India in 
January, 1953. E 


O Lord, for as much as without thee we are not able to please thee, grant that in F 


all our doings we may ever set thy holy will before us, through Jesus Christ our — 
Lord. x: : 


Let us pray for the summer events of the W.S.C.F. and for the plans being made 
for them, and also for the conferences of the national Movements. 


Go before us, O Lord, in all our doings, and grant that in all our works’ begun, 


contenant ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, ai: 


& 


Lastly, let us pray for ourselves and our needs, rededicating our lives to. God. 


Remember, O Lord, what thou hast wrought in us and not what we deserve, — 


and as thou hast called us to thy service, make us worthy of our calling. Through © ; 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 
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